What is claimed is: 



1. An image forming apparatus, comprising: 

a toner supply receiver including: 

an opening configured to receive a toner bottle; and 
a base portion having a receiver coupling configured 
to releasably retain the toner bottle, and an inner wall 
including an insertion guide surface configured to cause 
rotation of the toner bottle relative to the base portion as 
the toner bottle is inserted into the toner supply receiver to 
thereby align the toner bottle with the receiver coupling in a 
predetermined manner; and 

an image formation unit configured to form an image on an 
image-transferring member using toner from the toner supply 
receiver . 



2. The image forming apparatus of claim 1, wherein the 
insertion guide surface comprises a slanted surface. 

3. The image forming apparatus of claim 2, wherein the 
slanted surface has a depth corresponding to a height of a 
toner bottle projection on the toner bottle. 

4. The image forming apparatus of claim 2, wherein the 
slanted surface has a length along the inner wall sufficient 
to rotate the toner bottle up to at least 45 degrees. 

5. The image forming apparatus of claim 2, wherein the 
slanted surface has a length along the inner wall sufficient 
to rotate the toner bottle up to at least 90 degrees. 

6. The image forming apparatus of claim 2, wherein the 
slanted surface has a length along the inner wall sufficient 
to rotate the toner bottle up to at least 180 degrees. 
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7. The image forming apparatus of claim 2, wherein the 
slanted surface has a length along the inner wall only 
sufficient to rotate the toner bottle up to less than 360 
degrees . 

8. The image forming apparatus of claim 2, wherein the 
slanted surface extends from the receiver coupling to 
approximately a central portion of the inner wall. 

9. The image forming apparatus of claim 2, wherein the 
slanted surface has an increased circumferential length 
circumf erentially along the inner wall in a direction toward 
the receiver coupling. 

10. The image forming apparatus of claim 1, 

wherein the base portion comprises a receiving portion 
and a holding portion, the receiving portion having a smaller 
diameter than the holding portion, and 

wherein the slanted surface extends within the receiving 
portion. 

11. The image forming apparatus of claim 1, wherein the 
insertion guide surface comprises a grooved surface. 

12. The image forming apparatus of claim 1, wherein the guide 
surface causes alignment of the toner bottle with the receiver 
coupling in the predetermined manner for insertion of the 
toner bottle in any rotational position relative to the 
opening. 
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13. A method of refilling toner in a toner supply receiver in 
an image forming apparatus, the toner supply receiver 
including a base portion for receiving a toner bottle, the 
base portion including an inner wall having an insertion guide 
surface, the method comprising: 

inserting the toner bottle into the base portion; 

while the toner bottle is being inserted into the base 
portion, sliding the toner bottle along the insertion guide 
surface to cause the toner bottle to rotate relative to the 
base portion and align the toner bottle relative to the base 
portion in a predetermined manner; and 

releasably coupling the toner bottle to the base portion. 

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising rotating the 
base portion with the toner bottle coupled to the base 
portion . 

15. The method of claim 13, wherein the insertion guide 
surface comprises a slanted surface 

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the slanted surface has a 
depth corresponding to a height of a toner bottle projection 
on the toner bottle. 

17. The method of claim 15, wherein the slanted surface 
causes alignment of the toner bottle relative to the base 
portion in the predetermined manner for initial insertion of 
the toner bottle in any rotational position relative to the 
base portion. 

18. The method of claim 15, wherein the slanted surface has a 
length along the inner wall only sufficient to rotate the 
toner bottle up to less than 360 degrees. 
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19. An image forming apparatus, comprising: 

means for aligning a toner bottle being inserted into a 
toner supply mechanism, said means for aligning rotating the 
toner bottle relative to the toner supply mechanism during 
insertion of the toner bottle, said means including a guide 
surface; 

means for releasably coupling the toner bottle to the 
toner supply mechanism; and 

means for forming an image on an image- transferring 
member using toner from the toner supply mechanism. 

20. The image forming apparatus of claim 19, wherein the 
guide surface comprises a slanted surface. 



15 



